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The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/4 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 
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The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON'S 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Vintage Matar Garage Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


BODY WORKS 


Visit our website 


Central Mangrove, N.S.W. vintagemotorgarage.com 
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VEHICLES 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 

great insurance package at a very competitive price 

M@ Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive Mi No blame = No excess 
the full sum it is insured for @ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 

Mi You have the option to choose your own repairer @ Free windscreen — one per year without excess 

M@ in the event of total joss you will have automatic re- © HH Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 
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FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www-.shannons.com.au 
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James Radley at the wheel of his privately-entered 1913 Silver Ghost (2260E) at the Austrian Alpine Trial 
weighing-in, Vienna, June 21st, 1913. The coth-capped gentleman in the back is HA. Ward, Radley's co- 
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FROM the EDITOR 


Radley memorabilia 


Most Rolls-Royce enthusiasts are fam- 
iliar with the story of James Radley and 
his heroic deeds in Rolls-Royce cars at 
the 1912, 1913 and 1914 Austrian Alpine 
Trials with 40/50 h.p. cars 1930E, 2260E 
and |18PB respectively. 

Sir Henry Royce Foundation Chair- 
man David Jones has written to advise 
that a descendant of Radley who lives in 
the Southern Highlands area of New 
South Wales has donated his forebear’s 
photograph album and scrap-book, which 
vividly illustrate Radley’s various exploits. 

Needless to say, this is a most fortu- 
itous ‘find’ for the Foundation, extracts 
from which appear on pages 3818-20. 

Some photographs in the album show 
Radley’s slightly later car, chassis 2521, in 
which he set a speed record between 


The Spirit of Ecstasy was introduced as an extra cost option in 1911, and did not become standard until 


London and Monte Carlo in 1913, an 
exploit which earned him both acclama- 
tion and disapproval in the British press. 


Le Canadel plaque stolen 


after World War Il. Many owners did, and some still do, prefer something a little more whimsical. Policemen 
were popular, so this ‘bobby’ caricature (above left) is perfectly proper radiator cap wear for Graham 
Mead's magnificent 191! Silver Ghost open-drive limousine (1543). Toad of Toad Hall (above right) is 
another popular and amusing adomment, seen here on 1924 Silver Ghost 41EM, owned by Jeremy & 
Breda Greene (WA,), apparently straight after one of his Toad’s many accidents. Both photographs were 
taken by your Editor at last year’s RRE.C. Annual Rally at Towcester, Northamptonshire. 


R.R.E.C. General Secretary and Bulletin 
Editor Peter Baines has written with the 
disturbing news that the Sir Henry Royce 
memorial plaque at Le Canadel in the 


Bruce Brown 


My wife Manuela and | were deeply 
saddened to hear of the passing last 
month of Bruce Brown, a valued friend, 
stalwart of the A.C.T. Branch and pillar of 
the Wagga Wagga community. 

Bruce acquired his 1969 Silver Shadow 
(SRH7152) when it was nearly new, with 


south of France, seen in the last edition 
of PRAECLARUM (page 3784), has been 
reported missing, presumed stolen. Is 
nothing Rolls-Royce sacred nowadays? 
What could the thief do with it? 


This shot was taken by your Editor on a Victoria Branch outing to Upper Beaconsfield, circa 1967. Several 
of the cars seen here are still in the Club. In the foreground is 1951 Bentley Mk VI (Bi 60MD), then owned 
by Fred Engish. Behind that is the late John Rolls’s 1953 Silver Wraith Park Ward saloon (BLW78), now 
owned by Neil & Louise Matthews, while the elegant tail of john’s 1939 Wraith James Young saloon coupé 
(WMB38), now owned by Russell & Heather Rolls, may be glimpsed at far right. Behind that is the 1924 
Silver Ghost Fleetwood roadster (46AU), then owned by Val & Kitty Stocks. The dark green Mk VI is John 
Callaway’s 1951 car (B85LH), now owned by Norman Gengoult-Smith. The 20/25 in the background is 
Frank Shield’s {933 Windovers limousine (GWX75), while the Twenty could be Bruce Blackburn’s 77A2. 


~ 
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the intention that it should last him for 
the rest of his life, used as daily transport. 
He regarded that model as the ultimate 
development of the Rolls-Royce motor 
car, while his instinctive grasp of situa- 
tions made him a firm advocate of keep- 
ing the Rolls-Royce marque in the hands 
of its original maker in Crewe. He was 
known as an astute judge of character as 
well as for his generosity of spirit. 

Our thoughts go out to Dale, his love- 
ly and very charming wife. 


Coffs Harbour Federal Rally 


You will find with this edition of 
PRAECLARUM your registration forms 
for the 2002 Federal Rally, to be held in 
Coffs Harbour, N.S.W., hosted by the 
New South Wales Branch. 

This is perfect Rally country, a very 
beautiful part of the country, with a kind 
climate and superb scenic surroundings. 

Due to the formation this year of the 
model Registers this Rally also offers 
enhanced opportunities for some truly 
excellent technical seminars. 

As detailed in PRAECLARUM 4-01, 
p.3774, there is to be an organised 
Overlander to the Rally, The Thunderbolt 
Overlander, commencing on April 27th. 
For Overlander details please contact 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


As I learn of the activities of the 
Branches through their newsletters | 
cannot help but feel that our Club is 
entering a resurgent period with gen- 
erally well supported, quality events 
being the norm. Because we offer to 
each other the encouragement to 
properly maintain and present our 
motor cars, over the time J] have been 
a member the average level of present- 
ation of cars has greatly improved. 

Of course, our Constitution charges 
us with that responsibility. However, 
as the cars age the responsibility be- 
comes ever greater, together with the 
challenges we have to accept. We hope 
the establishment of the Registers will 
assist in reducing those challenges. 


Age & Authenticity 


It is sobering to recognise that 
when our Club was founded the 
youngest Silver Ghost was just over 
30 years old, yet now we have Silver 
Shadows older than that and our 
Silver Ghosts, although now much 
older, are better than ever and we 
have more of them, all being protect- 
ed by enthusiastic, knowledgeable 
members. 

All of which brings me to a subject 
that has been been discussed on 
many occasions: that is, the preserv- 
ation and conservation of some cars 
rather than restoration. I have re- 
ceived a letter from a member sug- 


gesting that whilst we must maintain 
our existing Age & Authenticity 
Trophy (the prestigeous and much 
coveted Vidler Shield) exactly as in- 
tended by the late Jack Vidler, the age 
& authenticity concept should now be 
extended to cover later cars. The 
Vidler Shield is awarded to pre-war 
Rolls-Royce cars, the chassis only 
being judged as specialist coach- 
builders erected the pre-war bodies. 
The proposal is an excellent one and 
will be 
approved, we hope the judging guide- 
lines can be prepared in time for intro- 
duction at the Coffs Harbour Federal 
Rally. If you have any thoughts on this 


seriously considered. If 


proposal please refer them to your 
Branch’s Federal Delegates who will 
liaise with myself and the Federal 
Executive. 

It is recognised that very often a 
complete restoration will be the only 
choice one has. However, we do need 
to offer some incentive to those with 
an original car to preserve it that way 
if possible. What sacrilege it would be, 
for example, to see that magnificently 
original Silver Ghost that I saw re- 
cently at P. & A. Wood’s restored to 
pristine, better-than-new condition. 


Computer photo album 


We are to compile a computer 
album of all Club cars and our Federal 
Registrar, David Vann, has asked that 


each member 
send him (6 
Burgundy Street, 


Carseldine, Qld 
4034) a photo- 
graph of his or 
her car(s), or two 
photographs in 
the case of 
coachbuilt cars. 
It would help with future ident- 
ification if the registration number 
is visible in the photo. Please include 
a stamped addressed envelope if you 
would like photograph(s) 


your 
returned. 


Branch visit 


As I write, I am looking forward to 
my visit to the New South Wales 
Branch Concours on Sunday, Nov- 
ember 25th. We will also be taking the 
opportunity of holding a Federal 
Executive Meeting on Saturday Nov- 
ember 24th. We are driving down, 
staying overnight at Bellingen, a 
beautiful area close to the site of next 
year’s Federal Rally. 

As this will be my last message this 
year, I would like to wish all members 
and their families a very happy and 
safe festive season with only welcome 
and pleasant news in 2002. 


Happy motoring, 
Fred Haughtey 


Eric Lang (02-9579-5790) or Bob Roberts 
(02-4900-7004). 


Tom Clarke — an appreciation 


| record here my appreciation — and 
I’m certain that | speak for all members 
with a thirst for knowledge — of the 
wealth of superb material that Tom 
Clarke has brought to these pages. 

Since moving from Perth to the U.K. 
in the 1970s Tom has been our ‘eyes and 
ears’ there, reporting for PRAECLARUM 
ona regular basis, at first pseudonymous- 
ly. In more recent times his articles have 
left no stone unturned in a quest to 
expand our fund of knowledge of Rolls- 
Royce history, being invariably research- 
ed to a standard that many regard as 
unique in our movement. In this edition 
of PRAECLARUM, for example, is the 
second of three instalments on 31HC, 


the famous Phantom | that was super- 
charged by Amherst Villiers and which 
later spent many years in Australia and, 
indeed, in this Club. The depth of the 
research is self-evidently of a very high 
order indeed. 

We have also seen the painstaking 
quality of Tom’s mostly unpaid work in 
many fine books, including The Rolls-Royce 
‘Wraith’, The Edwardian Rolls-Royce and, of 
particular interest to us, in the superla- 
tive Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt 
Country (the Australian Rolls-Royce 
enthusiast’s ‘bible’, still available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia). 
His 1997 ‘Complete Classics’ book The 
Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p. proved sufficiently 
popular to have already gone into a 
revised edition. 

Tom lives just outside of Manchester, 
a city with impeccable Roycean connec- 


tions, and travels extensively in pursuit of 
his chosen subject. We are all benefic- 
iaries of his tirelessness. 

Martin Bennett 


Tom Clarke, photographed by Federal Treasurer 


From James Radley’s album 


preserved in the Sir Henry Royce Foundation collection 


In addition to the Radley’s Austrian 
Alpine Trial cars, 1930E, 2260E and 
18PB, some photographs in the album 
show his 1913 chassis 2521, in which 
he set a speed record between London 
and Monte Carlo. It is interesting to 
note that this exploit earned him both 
acclamation and disapproval in the 
British press. One disapproving read- 


er wrote as follows: 
| 
aviator, has established a new London-to- 
Monte Carlo record by car; and I only hope 
that some way can be evolved of punishing © 
such roadhogging through foreign coun- 
tries. Pope, of the Italas, did a similar joy~ 
ride to Turin recently; and it is a pity that 
these unimaginative people can’t see that 
they do neither themselves, nor their cars | 
nor their good names any good. The 
| Automobile Club of France protested to the — 
R.AC. some years back on the subject; and 
Since then it has, as far as possible, official- 
yy put its large foot down upon such pro- 
Jects, which only get British motorists a bad 
name and a rotten reception abroad. The | 
‘A.A.’ refused to allow this latest stunt to | 
Start from its offices, and so did the Motor 
Club. If it is a trade affair, I hope that the 
S.M.M.T. will take the matter up. So far I do 
not even know the name of the car. 


“Tam disgusted to see that Radley, the | 


The R.A.C. also issued a statement 
clarifying its own position, stating in 
part that “the club wishes it to be 
distinctly understood that it is absol- 
utely opposed to such so-called record 
breaking, as no useful purpose is 
served by runs of this kind” which, the 
club continued, “tend to arouse host- 
ility against the motor vehicle”. 

There appears to have been rather 
less opposition, if indeed there was 
any, to organised trials such as the 
Austrian Alpine. 

Following is a selection of photo- 
graphs from the album, and a fascin- 
ating report on the 1914 Trial from 
the Daily Chronicle, which vividly 
illustrates the utter superiority of the 
Rolls-Royce car at the time. 


Right A somewhat faded photograph from the 
album of Radley'’s 1913 London-Edinburgh type 
Silver Ghost (2521) in which he set the controv- 
ersial London to Monte Carlo speed record 
referred to above. Note the rakish mudguards — 
the rear ones were even more abbreviated. 
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Picture captions by 
the Editor 


2212, one of the Rolls-Royce Ltd entries in the 1913 Austrian Alpine Trial, Jock Sinc! 
an accident with a non-Trial Minerva. The riding mechanic is E.P Parsons. 


Perhaps one of our aviation experts can identify the extraordinary aircraft in this uncaptioned photograph 
from James Radley’s album. Radley was an aviator, so this may have been one of his own machines. 
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The Company-entered 19/3 Austrian Alpine Tral Silver Ghosts in Vienna just before the Trial, Nearest the camera is chassis 2212, in the middle is 2224, and 
behind is 2260. All bodies were by Holmes of Derby. Radley’s car, 2260E, a Radley-Morison tourer, was a private entry and does not appear in this photograph. 
Note the extension tubes on the radiator caps, which minimised coolant loss and overheating in the high altitudes encountered on the Trial. 


Members of the Rolls-Royce team with James Radley and one of the Company-entered cars, 2260. They are, from left to right: Emest Hives (Hs), Eric 


Platford (EP), E.R Parsons, Jock Sinclair, James Radley and C.C. Friese. EP worked with Royce from the start, while Hs worked for CS. Rolls in 1903 and joined 
Rolls-Royce Ltd in 1908, eventually being elevated to the peerage as Lord Hives and rising to Managing Director of the Company. 
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Troisieme Annee — No 70. 


15 Novembre 1913. 
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Daily Chronicle JUNE 24, 1914 


UN RECORD AUTOMOBILE. De Londres & Monte- 

Carla en vingl-six heures, — Déedément notre sidcle est celui 
des records 1 Les journaux nous anmonceni chaque jour des 
Prouesses fantastiques qui nous rappellent les exploits que Jules 
Verne nous a ti bien décrits dans mgt mille liewes sous les Mers 
ou dans Le Gour du Monde ea 80 jours. 

‘Un sportman anglais, M. James Radley, vient de réaliser une 
jolie prouese. ll a établi le record de vitesse en automobile 
entre Londres et Monte-Carlo 

Part: de Londres le 3 Novembre 41h. 10 de {'aprés-midh, il 
est acrivé le lendemain 4 3h. 14 @ Monte-Carlo, ayant fait le 
trajet en 26 h. 04, soit 60 kilometre: a l'heure environ. 

M James Radley, qui était aciompagne de M. W.-B. Rhods 
Moorshouse, du eutenant Hehisrington et d'un mécanicien, a 
toujours tenu le volant, La sceur ce M. Radley, partie de Londres 
Indi, pax le rapide de 11 heure: du matin, eat arrivée & Monte- 
Carlo. le 4 Novembre, ayant ac:ompli son voyage en | h, 10 de 
plus que l'autoimobihste t 

Le départ ct l'arivée ont eté chronomevés, 

Nous publionr la photographie de Ja voiture de M. Radley, 


sur Ja Place du Casino. Photo Geasot. 


se tS Ka, 
Silver Ghost (18PB), toure 


‘Alpine Eagle’ type 


“u 


Radley's 1914 Austrian Alpine Thal car, ar Redes own 


coachbuilding concern, Fortholme. 


An official Company photograph from Radley’s alburn, taken at the Derby works, of a 1912 chassis fitted 
with test-rig body”, test driver at the wheel well dressed against the damp and cold of a Derbyshire winter. 
Note the weighted box over the rear axle and chains on the rear tyres to cope with the wet rural roads. 


BRITISH MOTOR CARS 
IN ALPINE TRIAL. 


MR. RADLEY’S SPLENDID 
RECORD. 


By Chas. L. Freeston. 


VIENNA, June 23. 

The exciting and memorable Alpine trial 
of 1914 was concJuded today with a run 
of 210 miles from Salzburg to the charm- 
ing lakes of the Salzkammergut. 

Leaving five minutes before the official 
start, I maintained the lead right to a point eight 
miles out, where the cars had to be timed 
over five kilometres in order to show that 
they had not been geared especially low for 
the purpose of the numerous mountain 
climbs over lofty passes. 

After waiting until Mr. Radley came up 
and had been dispatched over the measured 
distance, I was granted special permission 
to follow him on my free lance Rolls-Royce. 
The speed which Mr. Radley was required 
to attain pro rata to his cylinder capacity 
was an average of 62 miles per hour. This 
was accomplished with a liberal margin, while 
my free lance car had no difficulty in justify- 
ing its engine dimensions. 

Neither of us was ever headed, and thus it 
arrived that two English-built cars were 
the first to enter Vienna. 

Mr. Radley’s Rolls-Royce has been the first 
to finish every day throughout the trial, ex- 
cept when he went 59 miles out of his way 
on Monday week and came in third at Trieste. 
He did not have a single involuntary stop 
in 1,818 miles, and has achieved a marvellous 
performance. The qualities of his car have 
excited universal admiration, 

In addition to the official route, he volun- 
tarily covered 500 extra miles while the 
other competitors were resting at Inns- 
bruck, his object being to run out and in- 
spect the much-discussed Turracher Pass, 
with its terrifying gradients and hummocks. 

Of the other English cars, the Vauxhall 
made non-stop runs every day but one, the 
Armstrong-Whitworth had a clean sheet 
until to-day, when it broke a piston on the 
measured distance; the Austin stopped this 
morning because of water in the petrol, hav- 
ing been forced to replenish last night in a 
heavy downpour; and the Singer hit a stone 
on the flooded road during last night’s hur- 
ricane and bent the front axle, but after 
working all night the driver, Roberts, re- 
sumed today and finished the course, a most 
plucky achievement. 

Schoenfeld’s Fiat was second, while the 
dashing young Englishman, Mr. Ainsworth, 
was third in the Hotchkiss. In all 62 cars 
arrived out of the 75 that left Vienna ten 
days ago on their strenuous tour. 
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BMW's future 


By Alastair Kinloch 
{A.C.T. Branch President) 


On the first day of January 2003, 
something unprecedented in motoring 
history will occur. That is the day on 
which an all-new car, entirely de- 
signed by BMW and primarily manu- 
factured in that company’s German 
plants, will have a Rolls-Royce radia- 
tor shell and badge attached to it. 

From that day forth this car will be 
marketed by BMW as though it were a 
genuine Rolls-Royce, despite the fact 
that it will have no connection at all to 
the products of Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd in Crewe, the direct descend- 
ant and sole successor of Rolls-Royce 
Ltd, Motor Car Division, founded by 
F. Henry Royce and the Hon. Charles 
Rolls. Since that Company will not 
have been involved in even the small- 
est way in the design and manufac- 
ture of this car, it is difficult to see 
what Rolls-Royce provenance it can 
claim. yet I was astounded to read 
in PRAECLARUM 5-01 that BMW 
apparently believes that this future car 
will be a more authentic Rolls-Royce 
than those made by Rolls-Royce! As it 
will be a wholly BMW design, not pow- 
ered by a Rolls-Royce engine, with no 
components sourced from Crewe, 
what authenticity can it claim? 

It is a tragedy that all this has 
happened to the greatest and proud- 
est name in motoring history. 

Because it has become clear, from 
talking with many Club members, 
that there is still considerable mis- 
understanding of what is taking place, 
I have compiled below some of the 
questions that are being asked, and 
their answers as I see them: 

Q. Has BMW acquired Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd, the Company’s Crewe 
factory, or any of the Company’s assets? 
A. No. BMW has acquired the rights to the 
Rolls-Royce name, badge, radiator and 
mascot, all of which will be attached to a 
future BMW-designed and -built car. 

Q. Does BMW own the intellectual 
property of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd? 
A. No. The intellectual capital, workforce, 
corporate memory, history, heritage, patents, 
designs, drawings, archives, etc. of Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd remain with the present 
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"Rolls-Royce" 


Company in Crewe, now a member of the 
Volkswagen Group. 

Q. Does BMW own any of the motor car 
patents registered by Rolls-Royce? 

A. No. They are owned by, and will remain 
with, the present Company in Crewe. 

Q. Does BMW own the design of the 
current Rolls-Royce V-8 car engine, or of 
any of the past Rolls-Royce engines? 

A. No. These are all owned by the present 
Company in Crewe. 

Q. Does BMW own the rights to the 
various Rolls-Royce model names such as 
Silver Dawn, Silver Cloud, Silver Shadow, 
Corniche and Silver Spirit? 

A. No. The copyrights attaching to these and 
other Rolls-Royce model names continue to 
be owned by the present Company in Crewe. 
Q. Does BMW own the Mulliner Park 
Ward coachbuilding side of the Rolls- 
Royce business, or the future rights to 
that famous name? 

A. No. The name Mulliner Park Ward is 
owned by the present Company in Crewe, 
which acquired the original coachbuilding 
companies Park Ward & Co. and Hj. Mulliner 
& Co. in 1939 and 1959 respectively. 

Q. Will BMW take over ownership of 
AX-201 The Silver Ghost and SU-13 Little 
Sue, the 1907 10 h.p. Rolls-Royce? 

A. No. These famous and priceless motor 
cars, both long associated with Rolls-Royce at 
Crewe, remain the property of the present 
Company in Crewe. 

Q. Will the future “Rolls-Royce” be built 
in Britain like past and present models? 
A. No, not in the true sense. It is apparent 
that the mechanical components of the car, 
and even its body, will be built in Germany. If 
the planned final assembly plant at Good- 
wood is completed in time, the cars will be 
assembled and finished there by the very 
small workforce (230 by next year) which 
BMW hopes to recruit for that purpose. 


The current Comiche 
the venerable 6.75 litre V-8. oneal 


Q. But won't Rolls-Royce craftsmen, 
engineers and technicians automatically 
transfer from Crewe to Goodwood to 
ensure that existing Rolls-Royce stand- 
ards are maintained by BMW? 

A. No. BMW has its own engineers and it 
has been suggested that craftsmen will be 
recruited from the local boat-building trade. 
Q. Will this future BMW “Rolls-Royce” 
be a development of an existing Rolls- 
Royce car, providing the continuity 
between models that has been a Rolls- 
Royce hallmark since 1904? 

A. No. {t will be an entirely new BMW design, 
styled in a BMW studio in London but with 
no continuity from, nor relationship to, pre- 
sent or past Rolls-Royce motor car designs. 
Q. Would Sir Henry Royce be proud of it? 
A. No. Royce admired some other makers’ 
cars, but obviously could not have taken pride 
in quality that was neither his nor his 
Company's doing. Thus he might have admired 
BMW's products had he lived to see them, but 
he could hardly have been proud of them. 

Q. Would Charles Rolls be proud of it? 
A. No. We know enough about CS. Rolls to 
know that the whole idea of a foreign-owned 
Rolls-Royce would be anathema to him. As a 
passionate advocate of a British-owned car 
industry it would fly in the face of his entire 
motivation for becoming a car-maker. He 
would have been appalled at the prospect of 
the marque he gave his name to merely 
being assembled from foreign components! 
Q. Will we have to rely on BMW to sup- 
ply Rolls-Royce spare parts in the future? 
A. No. It is expected that the present 
Company in Crewe will continue to be the 
supplier of parts for its pre-2003 models, of 
both Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques, as 
well as for future Bentley cars. Logic dictates 
that BMW will only supply parts for its own 
BMW-manufactured “Rolls-Royce” cars. 

I hope this will help to clarify some 
of the realities of the emerging 
situation surrounding the Rolls-Royce 
marque. 


probably the last truly authentic Rolls-Royce, powered by Rolls-Royce’s final engine, 
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A line up at ‘Sunning House’ for the delectation of Motor readers — Bentley 6'/ Litre KD2106 Hooper coupé, Phantom | 38TC Barker 
cabriolet, supercharged Phantom | 31HC Barker tourer — the subject of this article — and Mercedes-Benz SSK sports YW-3470. This 
picture was used in The Motor September 18, 1928 p.281. 


Before the Blower Bentleys: 
a supercharged Rolls-Royce 


© By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


Part I 


A battle off the track 


Editor's note: in Part | the creation of Capt. Kruse’s 
supercharged 1925 Phantom | 31HC ended with 
Amherst Villiers’ reputation enhanced but Kruse's 
judgment on the car somewhat less than enthusi- 
astic. Now for the consequences, 


By 1928 Kruse had begun to enjoy 
the delights of Mercedes-Benz, Alfa 
Romeo and Lancia. The more he 
motored on the Continent and in the 
Alps the more he appreciated the 
touring performance of _ these 
beautifully-engineered cars. He aimed 
to compete in the Coupe des Alpes 
rally of August 12-17, 1928 from 
Milan to Munich. He was not a racing 
driver manqué but he enjoyed sus- 
tained high performance and the all- 


round abilities of a thoroughbred. He 


had come to the conclusion in the mid 
1920s that there was virtually no 
British car that could match his 
European ones. And by late 1928 he 
knew that his supercharged Rolls- 
Royce project had not been an un- 
qualified success. His motoring views 
now put him into dangerous territory 
because, patriotic as his search for an 
equivalent British high-performance 
touring car was. he exposed himself to 


less-worldly critics who accused him 
of being prejudiced against British 
cars. This was all played out on the 
pages of The Motor magazine in a 
series of remarkable letters. 

The first innocuous instalment by 
Kruse was in the June 26, 1928 issue 
(p.1040). Writing as ‘JFCK’ he describ- 
ed the demands of the Coupe des 
Alpes rally and gave a specification for 
an ideal car to cope with the condi- 


Lancia MP-4770, Mercedes-Benz GU-!5, and Alfa Romeo UV-5422 with Kruse at ‘Moor Top’ in north 


Yorkshire. 
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tions. He wrote again in the July 10 
issue (p.1121) and his views were 
endorsed in the July 17 issue by Cyril 
Durlacher (the O.M. and Diatto agent 
and former driver for C.S. Rolls & Co. 
in the 1905 Isle of Man T.T.). To illust- 
rate the difficulty of the course 
Durlacher even quoted the galling 
1912 failure of James Radley’s Silver 
Ghost during the Austrian Alpine 
Trial! But in the July 24 issue Kruse 
fired salvoes from two directions: writ- 
ing as ‘JFCK’ on page 1229 he report- 
ed that he had acquired, for the Coupe 
des Alpes, one of the six special cars 
used for a recent Italian race. He went 
on to contrast the Le Mans race being 
conducted on smooth surfaces with 
the more demanding roads of the 
Coupe; and writing as ‘Vive le Sport’ 
on page 1230 he commented on the 
withdrawal of the Bentley team from 
the forthcoming Ulster Tourist Trophy 
race being revived at Ards in Northern 
Ireland. Here he contrasted Le Mans 
as “a very superior track’ (where 
Bentleys did well} with Ulster which 
was not. 

This was too much for the Bentley 
celebrities ‘Tim’ Birkin, Jack Barclay, 
Bernard Rubin, and Eddie Hall who 
all wrote for the July 31 issue (p.1270) 
deploring Kruse’s remarks. But it took 
a letter from T. Grantham in the same 
issue to blow Kruse’s cover as ‘JFCK’ 
and ‘Vive le Sport’: “ ... these two ex- 
perts, by reason of their similar style, 
would appear to meet every morning 
(in the shaving mirror) ... ”! With in- 
itials like those it would by now have 
been clear to many who the corre- 
spondent was. 

In the August 7 issue (p.38), still as 
‘Vive le sport’, Kruse again criticised 
the decision by Bentley Motors Ltd to 
withdraw from the Ards Tourist 
Trophy race. Although he did not say 
so, he was thoroughly disillusioned 
with his Bentleys but went on to say 
that Bentleys were disadvantaged on 
“tracks”. He ended by extolling the 
benefits to be derived from the de- 
mands of Alpine driving. Birkin, who 
had entered his Bentley privately for 
Ards and came 5th, replied on August 
14 (p.62) to express his irritation with 
pseudonymous' contributors and 
asked rather presciently if ‘Vive le 
Sport’ owned an Alfa or Lancia! In a 
spate of exchanges on August 21 
(p.100), August 28 (p.172-3) and 
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Mercedes-Benz YW-3470 at ‘Sunning House’ with John Kruse at the wheel. 


September 11 (p.235) they slugged it 
out on the abilities of the Bentley. 
Kruse challenged Birkin to pit his rac- 
ing Bentley against a European make 
on European roads (i.e. his “tracks”, 
not the racing variety readers had 
thought). His campaign only antagon- 
ised readers who played the patriot- 
ism card. Kruse’s reply to this was to 
point out that the Rolls-Royce was the 
best car in the world in its class but 
that it would be churlish to deny 
equal claims that could be made 
about several other countries’ 
products. 

For the September 18 issue Kruse 
arranged to show his detractors that 
he was indeed a serious contributor 
and very familiar with several makes. 
On page 281 his current stable was 
illustrated, a mouthwatering selection 
of European and British cars which 
emphasised the supercharger on 
31HC. On page 283 he adumbrated 


once more the merits of the Coupe des 


Mercedes-Benz YW-3470 on tour in Rome. 


SVE 


Alpes rally although he did not in the 
end participate as planned. It was a 
last shot in an inconclusive battle. 
Out of sixty-seven entries for 1928 
three were British and of these only 
the Hon. Mrs Victor Bruce in an A.C. 
completed the course. Best Dalison in 
a Bentley and C.R. Petley in a Lagonda 
did not. Kruse must privately have felt 
pretty smug about this poor result. 

In late 1929 to early 1930 things 
flared up again and his views pro- 
voked more turmoil in The Motor. 
There was a discussion on why Rolls- 
Royce did not enter racing and some- 
one, writing mischievously as ‘Revive 
le Sport’, suggested Kruse should 
enter the Le Mans race now that pri- 
vate entries were permitted! In the 
January 14 issue (p.1210) Kruse was 
shown with his Phantom II 23WJ, 
entered for the Monte Carlo Rally as 
car No. 10 to start from Jassy. 
Thwarted yet again, as in the 1928 
Coupe des Alpes, Kruse mysteriously 
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Above left: Mercedes-Benz GU-15 at ‘Sunning House’, with Kruse very much the sophistcated European he was. Above right 1930 Lancia Dilambda GN-2217 
Barker drophead coupé to match the same type on Kruse's Phantom Il Continental. John Kruse can be glimpsed at the wheel in the driveway at ‘Moor Top’. 
Below left: Alfa Romeo GF-3522 at ‘Sunning House’. Below right Alfa Romeo YV-8544. 


isc 


Above left: Kruse with his Alfa Romeo YV- 85 £4 near ‘Moor Top’. The soci were fcr but he had them all to himself! Above right: Alfa Romeo YV-8544 and the iseedes 
at ‘Sunning House’ with Kruse and his chauffeurs. Below left Kruse at Moor Top’ with Alfa Romeo Gh 3610. Below right hee) near Moor Top’ with Alfa G/-36 10. 


In the driveway at ‘Moor Top’ with Alfa Gj-361 0. 


did not appear in the list of finishers or non-starters. In the The !930 Invicta which ended Kruse's campaign to find a quality British high: 
November 25, 1930 issue (p.888) he announced the pur- performance touring car. Photographed at San Raphael in the south of France. 
chase of Reid Railton’s masterpiece, a low-chassis Invicta. 

The Show car was illustrated as being 

his own in the December 9 issue 

(p.958) but that was light coloured 

whereas Kruse’s car was black and. 

seemingly, a standard two-seater 

type. Three months later he wrote in 

from St. Raphael to praise his new 

Rolls-Royce Phantom II Continental. 

42GX. In the March 10 1931 issue 

(p.232) he claimed the car had “ ... 

more direct steering’ and that “... the 

present model unquestionably is the 

equal of any large sports car made 

today”. 


1928 Phantom | {6EX Barker sports tourer at the Derby works (below) araund the time it was inspected by HRH The Prince of Wales and (above) at ‘Sunning 
House’. It is ironic that Kruse tumed to the Company's unsupercharged Phantom Sports to get a similar performance from his supercharged 31HC. 


SHS 


1928 Phantom | 16EX Barker sports being loaded onto a ferry. 
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1928 Phantom | UU-2445 Barker tourer, thought to be chassis 94CL, with Annabel Kruse. 


1928 Phantom | 94CL Barker tourer at ‘Sunning House’. 
EFELECESEESE?, 
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Moving on 


As with most of his cars, Kruse did 
not keep 31HC long and by April 1929 
it was owned by the Hon. Dorothy 
Paget, soon to be the backer of 
Birkin’s Bentley team for 1930. The 
replacement car Kruse bought was 
every bit as exotic as 31HC. This was 
the special short chassis ‘Sports 
Phantom’ 16EX (XV-1771) Barker 
tourer, one of four built by Rolls-Royce 
Ltd (chassis 10, 15, 16 and 17EX). All 
had the same body type and the last 
three had modified engines. Around 
September 1928 Kruse took delivery 
of 16EX, painted in Curzon blue with 
its wings in polished aluminium. It 
gave a performance almost the equal 
of 31HC, and with less work, but even 
with over 90 m.p.h. available its fabu- 
lous looks and cruising ability did not 
convince Kruse. It was later sold to Mr 
A.S. Fuller of London. In January 
1929 another Phantom I was ac- 
quired, 94CL Barker cabriolet. Later 
in 1929 two Phantom IIs were bought, 
6WJ and 23WJ. And at the end of 
1930 he took delivery of a beautiful 
Barker Phantom II Continental drop- 
head coupé 42GX (GN-2201), a more 
practical touring car. This was sold 
before 1933 to R.H.W. Jaques who, 
with Margaret Jennings (née Allan), 
used it in that year’s Monte Carlo 
Rally (see R.R.E.C. Bulletin 231 p.9 
and 236 p.6-7). Kruse himself had no 
interest in the Monte. 


Jo be concluded 
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1929 Phantom f! 23W{ Barker allweather as it was at the Olympia 
Show. 


ae 


1929 Phantom Il 23W} Barker allweather whilst touring. This was one of Kruse's 
cars, much used and much photographed. 


favourite 


or 


1929 Phantom If 6Wj Barker sedanca de ville new. 


1930 Phantom If Continental 42GX Barker drophead coupé when 
new showing that Barker photographed it wearing Kruse's mascot. 


1929 Phantom Il 23W} Barker allweather in the foreground at the ‘Sunning House’ garage 
with a 20/25 to the left, probably GSR78, and Bugatti tourer GH-3730 on the right. 


{930 Phantom Il 42GX Barker drophead at ‘Moor Top’. This and the 


1930 Phantom Il 42GX Barker drophead coupé at ‘Moor Top’. 
Alfa GN-2217 were a matched pair of Barker bodies. . & 


- - x 
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1929 Phantom I! 6W] Barker sedanca de ville at ‘Moor Top’. The tall mascot of 
a female figure was used on several Kruse cars and is thought to have been a 
standard type rather than a personal one. 
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‘local’ homestead as it is today. See it on The Thunderbolt Overlander to the 2002 Federal Rally. 
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their first Rolls-Royce car. This was 
the last Silver Ghost to arrive in 
Australia after the start of World War 
One. It was chassis 17CB, with tour- 
ing body by Barker. 

Little was seen of 17CB after being 
dispatched from the dealer, as it dis- 
appeared up the rough roads towards 
the Hunter Valley. In those days, to 
get there from Sydney, you drove the 
Old North Road to Wiseman’s Ferry, 
crossed the Hawkesbury River by 
punt, then to St. Albans, Wollombi 
and Singleton. 

17CB had problems on the rough 
roads and often suffered from broken 
wheel spokes, so the family disposed 
of the car and took delivery of a post- 
war Silver Ghost, 33NK, in 1923. This 
chassis had hard-top touring coach- 


Thunderbolt and the Rolls-Royce cars of ‘Tocal 


By Bob Roberts (N.S.W.) 


Adapted for PRAECLARUM from an article 
appearing in the New South Wales Branch 
newsletter London & Derby, January 1998. 


As detailed in PRAECLARUM 4-01, 
page 3774, Eric Lang and I are organ- 
ising an Overlander to next year’s 
Federal Rally in Coffs Harbour, com- 
mencing April 27th. It is called The 
Thunderbolt Overlander after the 
bushranger Fred Ward, alias Captain 
Thunderbolt. 

Fred Ward was an employee of 
‘Tocal’, at Paterson, N.S.W. He stole a 
horse from the property and so began 
his bushranging career. The Over- 
lander will include a visit to this 
property. 

The name ‘Tocal’ derives from an 
Aboriginal word meaning “duck 
aplenty”, which aptly describes the 
wildlife on the lagoon and_ the 
Paterson River surrounding Tocal 
Homestead. This historic property lies 
just south of Paterson township in the 
Hunter Valley, an hour and a halfs 
drive from the Sydney region via the 
F3 Freeway. 

Tocal is considered to be one of 
Australia’s best preserved examples of 
rural farm life, complete with classical 
Georgian two-storey house and out- 
buildings, designed by architect 


Thomas Blackett. 

The fact that the last private own- 
ers, the Alexander and Curtis families, 
were “bower birds and hoarders of the 
worst kind” meant that the house and 
outbuildings remained intact, com- 
plete with coach-house, blacksmith’s 
shop and horse-drawn equipment, 
right down to sundry Rolls-Royce cars 
and parts thereof, scattered around 
the homestead. 

The house was built in 1841 by the 
Reynolds family, who owned it for 
many years, running the property as a 
Hereford stud. Then, in 1926, follow- 
ing the death of Mr Charles Reynolds, 
Tocal was sold to the Alexander fam- 
ily, big cattle breeders who also owned 
the properties ‘Mt Leonard’ at Bulga. 
near Singleton, and ‘Carrington’ at 
Jerrys Plains — in all many thou- 
sands of acres. Between these prop- 
erties the family was often seen 
travelling on the dusty roads in vari- 
ous Rolls-Royce cars. 

Charlie Alexander was the only 
driver of the family, which consisted of 
an invalid brother and two spinster 
sisters. Local folklore has it that 
“Charlie was a self-taught driver, more 
at home sitting in the saddle on a horse 
than behind the wheel of a car ... as 
the car was thought more an unnatural 
beast, inclined to bolt away, complete- 
ly out of control”. 

In 1915 the family took delivery of 


work by Barker and was fitted with 
steel disc wheels. Charlie, who had 
become more of a speed driver, be- 
lieved that “wire wheels couldn't put 
up with the strain and discs would be 
better suited to the roads of the area”. 
Unfortunately. the disc wheels proved 
no better and cracks soon began to 
develop. 33NK was put in the shed at 
‘Tocal’ and in 1930 was given to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. The 
replacement Rolls-Royce purchased 
was one of the last Phantom I cars, 
chassis 73KR, which had 5-passenger 
saloon coachwork by Windovers. 

A local identity in Singleton, now 
aged over 80 years, still remembers an 
incident with 73KR with Charlie 
Alexander at the wheel. The incident 
began at the Jerrys Plains pub. When 
Charlie took off “the car got out of con- 
trol and almost knocked the verandah 
post off the awning of the pub — 
Charlie at the wheel trying to tame the 
unruly beast, which kept swerving 
from side to side, stones flying in all 
directions from the spinning tyres and 
the town dogs howling for what 
seemed like hours after the car went 
down the street”! 

Ill-health was a constant problem 
with the sisters and Charlie’s brother. 
Often 73KR had to travel down the 
Wiseman's Ferry road and on to 
Sydney to see the doctors. With the 
traffic increasing and Charlie not too 


6-01 


sure of his bearings in the big town, 
arrangements were made with the late 
Bert Ward to meet them at Parramatta 
and drive them on to Lewisham 
Hospital and then on to the old 
Metropole Hotel, down by the Quay. 

When the new road opened via 
Gosford, it was still Bert Ward’s job to 
meet them at Hornsby, drive them 
down to the punt at Milson’s Point 
and take them into Sydney. Whilst in 
Sydney, Bert would take the car back 
to the garage and service it. Bert no- 
ticed one thing in particular: “the two 
brothers always dressed neatly, but as 
for the two sisters, they dressed as 
though they were broke; they looked 
terrible”. 

Within short succession the broth- 
er and one sister died, and the other 
sister was ill. In 1933 the surviving 
sister started to visit Dr Gardiner in 
Newcastle. Charlie and his sister often 
drove down to the doctor’s and parked 
the car in a neighbouring street to. 
walk to the surgery. After treating the 
lady and looking at her attire the doc- 
tor decided not to charge for his ser- 
vices. This situation continued for a 
long period of time, with the doctor al- 
ways refusing payment. 

In 1934 the family purchased a 
Phantom IJ; this was chassis 173RY 
with 5-seater saloon coachwork by 
Park Ward. 

This car did little mileage in the 
Alexanders’ hands, much of it to 
Newcastle to visit Dr Gardiner, who 
still wasn’t taking payment for his 
“poorly attired, broken down old 
spinster”. Charlie and his sister decid- 
ed that if Dr Gardiner would not 
accept payment, they would buy him 
a Rolls-Royce car instead. They order- 
ed a Phantom II 7-passenger limou- 
sine by Thrupp & Maberly, chassis 


The family's 1929 Phantom | (73KR), now owned by Max Roberts (N.S.W). 
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Charlie Alexander's 19 
David Falconer (WA.). Photo by the Editor. 


159TA. It was a heavy car, weighing 
54 cwt, and one of the last Pils to 
come to Australia. Imagine the doc- 
tor’s response on being presented with 
this gift — it pays not to charge your 
clients too much! 

Following the death of the sister, 
Charlie too was beginning to fail. His 
driving hadn't improved either, result- 
ing in a crash in 173RY, necessitating 
a new chassis frame. In order to make 
do during the repairs, old 73KR had to 
be towed out of the sheds at ‘Tocal’, 
where the chooks had been roosting in 
her. The engine was full of rust and 
had seized, a rebore and total over- 
haul being required to get her back on 
the road. Soon after, both Rolls-Royce 
were operating around the ‘Tocal’ 
estate. 

Being single and advancing in 
years, Charlie decided to take in other 
remaining family members, they being 
his maiden nieces Margarita and 
Myrtle Curtis. They looked after him 
and continued the tradition of looking 
just as dowdy as their aunts before 
them. 

Charlie died in 1947, leaving a 
large legacy to the Presbyterian 
Church. He specified in his will that 
his property ‘Tocal’ be made into an 


14 Silver Ghost (17CB) as it looke 
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agricultural college for young orphan 
boys wanting to go on the land; hence 
Tocal Agricultural College came into 
being. 

For Margarita and Myrtle, Charlie 
allowed them a lifetime interest in 
‘Tocal’ homestead, which was to pass 
to the College on their deaths. 
Unfortunately, they did not have the 
Alexander money to live on, as it had 
gone to the Church, so the Curtis sis- 
ters lived in a time of slowly declining 
gentility. 

The Rolls-Royce cars were disposed 
of and replaced by a Rover, in which 
they slowly motored around the 
Maitland area looking like characters 
out of the old classic movie ‘Arsenic 
and Old Lace’. As for “‘Tocal’ home- 
stead, well it wasn’t a very modern 
place. In fact, it was the kind of place 
where you light the fire in the hearth 
in February and it might just warm 
the house by November — and the 
paint just peeled off the walls for the 
next 40 years. 

Finally, in 1985, the last of the 
nieces died and the homestead passed 
to the College. Over the ensuing years 
various government grants have been 
used to restore the home to its former 
grandeur. It now looks fantastic! r i 


The 1934 Phantom II (1 73RY) as it looks today in the ownership of Max & Judy 
Houston (N.S.W). 
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AROUND the REGISTERS 


Twenty Horsepower 


Inaugural Rally of the Register 


Members of the R.R.O.C. of Australia 
are invited to attend a three-day rally 
over the Australia Day Long Weekend 
January 25th to 28th, 2002 around the 
Grampians in North Western Victoria, to 
celebrate and enjoy the Rolls-Royce 
Twenty Horsepower. 

4-Star accommodation at The Halls 
Gap Colonial Motor Inn for $70 per per- 
son per night including full breakfast. 

An organised dinner each day in very 
special surroundings, at the economical 
cost of $30 per person per dinner. 

Relaxed and informal format in a 
delightful and unspoilt area of Victoria. 

Inter-state transportation of motor 
cars is available if required. 

George Forbes 


SS 


1927 Twenty (GOK74), Roger Fry skiff owned by George & Fiona Forbes (Vic.). 


As registrations are limited, please ensure your acceptance by completing the booking form 
enclosed with this issue of PRAECLARUM as soon as practicable. 


Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


The Girling/Bijur centralised chassis 
lubrication system, adopted by Rolls- 
Royce for our Register cars, was not the 
smartest move judging by owner re- 
sponses to our recent survey. 

Perhaps visiting-card puddles of oil, 
the constant need to crawl under and 
check that each intended point is actually 
being lubricated, and the inaccessibility of 
the oil regulator drip-plug to the clutch 
trunnion bearing are some of the 
reasons. 

A quantative analysis of of the re- 
sponses from the 27 members who actu- 
ally carefully worked their way through 
the survey showed that after where to 
get spare parts (59% response) the most 
responses (56%) were interested in mod- 
ifications to the centralised lubrication 
system. Surprisingly, there were no re- 
spondents offering to help on this item. 


Other high ‘need for help’ responses 
were: 
¢ 52%: preserving paint, trim and timber; 
chassis lubrication drip-plug check, over- 
haul and replacement (if you have to stay 
with the ‘system’); headlamp glass re- 
moval, replate and reseal; electronic 
ignition. 
¢ 44%: carburetter tuning; tungsten- 
halogen conversion of headlamps. 
* 41%: coolant types, precautions, moni- 
toring and service; exhaust systems, stan- 
dard designs, stainless steel copies, 
asbestos lagging alternatives. 
* 37%: fuel pump overhaul; ignition point 
replacement, synchronisation and timing 
methods; front and rear dampers, checks 
service and overhaul; body cavity corro- 
sion, detection and treatment; radial-ply 
tyres. 

A full day programme of short techni- 


cal seminars is being prepared for the 
first day (Friday, May 3rd, 2002) of the 
next Federal Rally in Coffs Harbour. 
Hopefully, most of the above items, and 
others, will be addressed on this the first 
opportunity for the Register to meet as a 
group. 

Finally, responses from Branch librari- 
ans indicate that members of only one 
Branch have any access (and that in- 
complete) to Rolls-Royce service, work- 
spare parts 
considered essential before undertaking 


shop and publications, 
service, maintenance or overhaul on our 
cars. 

Devising the simplest way of making 
this information available to all members 
is high on the agenda. The Internet, hard 
copy, CD and video are some of the op- 
tions being considered. 

Good motoring, 
Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


Silver Cloud/S Series 


The Register finally puts ‘pen to 
paper’. To ‘kick-start’ we would like to 
get together at the next Federal Rally as 
many interested owners of any Silver 
Cloud or Bentley S Series as possible to 
discuss what you would like to see your 
Register do. 

We are proposing to meet for a 
‘Noggins & Natter’ on the Thursday 
evening, May 2nd. Of course, this is also 


open to any other interested members of 
the R.R.O.C. On the Friday, one of our 
members has kindly offered to make a 
presentation on the installation of 
Factory-style air conditioning for the 
Silver Cloud & S Series models. 

Do you want purely social events, i.e. 
runs in each State, or to pool the techni- 
cal knowledge base within the Club to be 
shared and be passed on to members? 

Any voluntary technical information 
shared to members would only be tech- 


nical suggestions and professional help 
should always be sought. 

We would like to know if you would 
be interested in attending either or both 
meetings so further organising can be 
arranged. 

Contact either Christopher or Janelle 
on 07-3272-0121 (h) or email to: hazle- 
hurst.j@austcomp.com.au 


Christopher & Janelle Hazlehurst, 
Registrars 
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Silver Shadow, Bentley T and Derivatives 


Register annual technical day — Friday 
May 3rd 2002, Pacific Bay Resort, Coffs 
Harbour 


The theme for the day is to educate 
and to encourage the use of your car — 
WEAR OUT, not RUST OUT. 

The day will start at 0800 and go 
through to 1630 when the annual 
Register meeting will commence to finish 
by 1730. 

Regular maintenance of our cars is 
paramount and the first session of the 
day will be a practical hands-on session 
covering body and mechanical preventa- 
tive maintenance at the local TAFE 
college. 

lan Rimmer will be delivering two 


Inaugural ‘SMART’ Meet cars lined up at ‘Random House’, Rochester, for Suni 


technical sessions, in demystifying the 
Silver Shadow’s air conditioning and 
hydraulics along with participating in the 
practical session. 

By way of a brief introduction, lan 
Rimmer worked at Rolls-Royce, Crewe, 
from 1967 until his retirement in 1999, 
which included most of the life of the 
Silver Shadow and Silver Spirit. lan holds 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
Manchester University and: 

* Has been a member of the R.R.E.C. 
since 1968; 

* Has been a director of the R.R.E.C. for 
over 25 years; 

¢ Is the leader of all Technical Seminars 
on Silver Shadows and Silver Spirit held at 
Hunt House; 


Silver Spirit, Bentley Mulsanne & Derivatives 


Inaugural ‘SMART’ Meet 
September Ist & 2nd, 
Echuca, Victoria 


‘SMART’ is an acronym for “Silver 
Spirit, Mulsanne and Related Types” of 
motor cars, and is the name adopted by 
the Register for this model family. The 
idea of Registers was established at the 
Federal Rally held at Mount Gambier 
hosted by the South Australia Branch. 
Robin & Gita Hickman were very fast in 
volunteering to become the Registrars of 


this Register. Robin then invited Paul and 
myself to become Joint Registrars which 
we were very happy to do. 

Robin was keen to hold our inaugural 
event as soon as possible, and the date of 
the first weekend in September was set 
aside for this. Using the details from the 
CHASSIS PLATE computer discs | was 
able to produce address labels for all 
owners of eligible motor cars for this 
Register and they were duly written to 
and invited to the Inaugural meeting. 
Approximately 100 invitations were sent 


* Is the Company’s historian; 

* Had a book published in 1986 titled 

Rolls-Royce and Bentley Experimental Cars. 
lan will be coming from the U.K. with 

his wife Thelma for our Federal Rally. 

Restoration and lubrication sessions 
will round off the day. 

| am very pleased for the support, help 
and assistance that Brian McMillan of 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney has 
given our Register. He has also consent- 
ed to be our major sponsor of the 
Register day. 

Final plans and application forms will 
be in the February PRAECLARUM, a dis- 
count will apply for applications paid for 
by March 28th, 2002. Applications will be 
processed on a first come basis. 

john Begg, 
Registrar 


out and acceptances were received from 
10. Members are welcome to attend any 
Register meeting, even if they do not 
own a Vehicle that fits into that particular 
Register, and we had two couples attend 
who fitted into this category, and we 
were very pleased to include them in our 
activities. 

Although the weekend had officially 
only been organised for the Saturday and 
Sunday, most members attending took 
the Friday off work so that they could 
enjoy a leisurely drive to Echuca. Some of 
us drove up in convoy from Melbourne, 
stopping for lunch together at a very nice 


country bakery/eatery. iS 


Victor & Jenny Steiner's 1987 Bentley Mulsanne (BSH2 1 860) and Paul & Marilyn Stokes's 1981 Silver Spirit 
(ASB02636) make a rather handsome pair, don’t they? Both are Claret in colour. 


This shot of Robin & Gita Hickman's 1986 Bentley Mulsanne (BSG! 4687) ‘and the three-quarter rear view 
(below) of Noel & Janice Baker's 1981 Silver Spirit (ASBO3253) show off Fritz Feller's masterful styling to 
advantage. Many enthusiasts regard these as the last true Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. 


Victor Steiner looking somewhat startled either by the camera or by the result of Russel Burge’s rear stand- 
ing height test. Onlookers are John Wilson (second from left) and Paul Stokes (ail Victoria Branch). 
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Our accommodation in Echuca was at 
the Port of Echuca Motor Inn and 
Conference Centre, one of the best 
accommodation venues in Echuca, only a 
few minutes walk from Echuca’s historic 
tourist attractions, restaurants and shop- 
ping centre. Robin and Gita had organ- 
ised an extremely good deal for us, 
including an upgrade from a $1 |5-a-night 
deluxe room to a $150-a-night Executive 
suite with double spa bath for those that 
booked early enough. The room rate also 
included a cooked English breakfast held 
in the Dining Room. 

We were very pleased to welcome 
the Kierce family, with Anthony attending 
one of his first outings as a member of 
the Victoria Branch. It was great that his 
father Tom, mother Elaine, and brother 
Peter were able to attend as well. 

Since most of us arrived some time on 
the Friday, either afternoon or evening, 
Robin & Gita had organised for us to 
have dinner at the Motor Inn for the very 
modest price of $20 for a delicious three 
course meal. 

Everyone was up bright and early on 
the Saturday for breakfast and then the 
mandatory washing of the cars. | lost 
count of how many times Paul washed 
our Silver Spirit over the weekend! 
Russell Burge was very busy going around 
all the Spirits with his special home-made 
contraption for measuring the rear 
standing height of the car. Some passed, 
some didn’t! 

The first event for the day was a visit 
to Raverty’s Motor Museum, located on 
the Murray Valley Highway at Echuca. 
This is a typical country Motor Museum 
with lots of interesting memorabilia. An 
added extra to the morning was an invi- 
tation by one of the local people, Norm 
Simmonds, to go back to his place to 
look at his collection of cars. In a way this 
was even more interesting than the 
Museum! 

Lunch had not been included in our 
package deal because there are lots of 
good eating places in Echuca and mem- 
bers could decide what they wanted, de- 
pending on how much they had eaten for 
breakfast! 

After lunch we had a Technical Session 
held at the Motor Inn. This was headed 
by Robert Chapman, whom we had invit- 
ed to be our special guest speaker. The 
owner of the Motor Inn had given us per- 
mission to put four vehicles into the 
Conference room. These were Theo 
Nelson’s newly acquired 1995 Silver Spur 
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Bill & Jean ALLSEP Vic 
Noel & Janis BAKER Vic 
Russell & Pauline BURGE Vic 
Robert & Theresa CHAPMAN Vic 
Dick & Joy DONNELLEY NSW 
Robin & Gita HICKMAN Vic 
Anthony KIERCE Vic 
Tom & Elaine KIERCE Vic 
George KIERCE Vic 
Theo & Edith NELSON Vic 
Max ROBERTS and Anne FRAME NSW 
Russell & Heather ROLLS Vic 
Victor & Jenny STEINER Vic 
Zoe STEINER 

Paul & Marilyn STOKES Vic 
John & Marjory WILSON Vic 


Ill (ANR54481), Robin Hickman’s 1986 
Bentley Mulsanne (BSG14678), Victor 
Steiner’s 1987 Bentley Mulsanne 
(BSH21860) and Paul Stokes’s 1981 Silver 
Spirit (ASB02636). Bob’s session was on 
the fuel system, talking about the early 
carburetter system, leading through the 
Bosch mechanical fuel injection system 
right up to the Silver Spur Ill with the 
Cosworth full engine management sys- 
tem. It was all very interesting with lots 
of other things to look at beside the car 
engines and the one and a half hours 
passed very quickly. We thanked Robert 
very much for all his efforts at presenting 
this session. 

At 4.30 p.m. we commenced the 
Register Meeting at which various mat- 
ters were discussed. It was decided that 
we would hold our Annual event at about 
the same time next year (fourth weekend 
of August) and that it would be held in 
New South Wales at a suitable country 
town. Because this year’s event happened 
to be on the Father’s Day weekend some 
members might not have been able to at- 
tend so we will avoid this weekend in fu- 
ture. Our two attending N.S.W. Branch 
members, Dick Donnelley and Max 
Roberts, were keen participants in the 
meeting, and Max agreed to be one of the 
Joint Registrars. 

Our evening activity was a delightful 
dinner cruise on the Murray River on 
board M.V. Mary Ann, a fully licensed 
cruising restaurant. Our party took up 
the vast majority of the seating and we 
had a very enjoyable night cruising up and 
down the Murray while enjoying a deli- 
cious dinner. 

On Sunday everyone was up early 


1976 Silver Shadow SRH22945 
1981 Silver Spirit ASB03253 
1981 Silver Spirit ASB03469 
1986 Silver Spirit | ASGI5800 
1986 Bentley Mulsanne BSGI4678 
1985 Silver Spirit ASF12985 
1995 Silver Spur Ill ANR54481 

1990 Bentley Eight  BEL32279 


1987 Bentley Mulsanne BSH21860 
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ESS, ” 
1984 Camargue (AJE08943), owned by john & Marjory 
Wilson (Vic.). This late model Camargue is, of course, a Silver 


Spirit-based car. Styling by Pininfarina. 
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ASB02636 
AJE08943 


1981 Silver Spirit 
1984 Camargue 
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Above, at the Saturday breakfast, from feft to right: Edith Nelson, Theo Nelson, Gita Hickman, Robin 
Hickman, all of the Victoria Branch, of which Robin is Secretary and Theo is immediate Past-President. 
Below, left to right: Victoria Branch members Jean Allsep, Bill Allsep, Janis Baker, Noel Baker. 


Theo & Edith Nelson's 1995 Silver Spirit Ill (ANR54481), 


Above, left to right: Robin Hickman (Vic), Dick Donnelley (N.S.W), Max Roberts (N.S.W,) with Theo 
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finished in a lovely shade of metallic grey. 


Nelson’s Silver Spint Ill during the technical session. Below: 1990 Bentley Eight (BEL32279), owned from 


new by Max Roberts (N.S.W.), with Dick Donnelley admiring the interior. 
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again cleaning cars and packing their bags 
ready for the departure to our lunch 
venue. We all tucked into breakfast, 
knowing our next meal would not be 
until at least lunch-time! We drove the 
30 km to Rochester to ‘Random House’, 
a delightful 130-year-old homestead and 
grounds. Here we were allowed to park 
on the grass near the gazebo and river, 
which made for good photo opportun- 
ities. Everyone walked around the lovely 
gardens and homestead, which included 
meeting Bruce, the resident alpaca. Lunch 
was served about 12.00 o’clock and, 
again, was a lovely home-cooked country 
meal. There were plenty of desserts and 
some people managed to fit in two of 
these! About 2.00 o’clock members 
began leaving for the drive home. Paul 
and | were the only ones booked to stay 
for the Sunday night as well, so we bade 
farewell to everyone then had another 
wander around the gardens before head- 
ing back to Echuca. 

This was a very successful inaugural 
SMART Register Meet and we all thank 
Robin & Gita very much for their out- 
standing organisation of the weekend. 
Everyone enjoyed the weekend im- 
mensely and are looking forward to our 
next one in New South Wales next year. 
We thank Dick & Joy Donnelley, and Max 
Roberts & Anne Frame very much for 
making the effort to attend the Meet all 
the way from New South Wales and rep- 
resenting their Branch, We also thank the 
Partington family and staff for the won- 
derful way they looked after us during 
our stay at the Port of Echuca Motor Inn. 


Marilyn Stokes, 
Joint Registrar 


Photographs by the Author except 
where otherwise acknowledged. 


LETTERS 


Sir lvan Stedeford’s Bentley 


It is a small world. Although | could 
not have picked your James Young S| 
(B488AN) as the car in the ownership of 
Sir lvan Stedeford, there it is looking just 
like a car that | remember him having in 
the 1950s (PRAECLARUM 5-01, p.3785). 

| knew Sir Ivan at the time because he 
lived in the same village as |, Claverdon in 
Warwickshire. More particularly | knew 
him as Chairman of Tube Investments, an 
amalgam of tube-making companies 


based on Tubes Ltd, the pre-eminent 
tube-making organisation that was the 
domain of the Aston family into which Sir 
Ivan had married. | lost contact after 
1959 when | went to live in India. 

| hope this snippet will add to your 
background information of your car. 


Bryan Harper, 
Victoria 


Editor's response: | am delighted to hear that 


a member recalls my car when in the hands 
of its original owner, Sir lvan Stedeford. Sir 
lvan was himself closely associated with India, 
through his major réle in the setting up of 
Tube Investments of India Ltd, In fact there 
exists today, in Madras, a hospital called the 
Sir ivan Stedeford Hospital, which suggests 
that he might have been something of a phil- 
anthropist. It is our intention to take B4¢88AN 
to the U.K in 2004 for the Centenary events, 
in which case | shall certainly photograph it in 
Claverdon, Warwickshire, — M.I.B. 
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FOUNDA TION CORNER 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley in 
the Sunburnt Country 


Readers will be pleased to learn 
that we have paced the half-way mark 
in sales of this interesting and inform- 
ative book. Rated world-wide as one of 
the best books ever written about 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, 
copies have been sold in most 
countries. 

However, there are still a lot of 
Australian owners of cars who don’t 
own a copy. At $185.00 including 
freight, this is excellent value for the 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
BENTLEY 


CLASSIC ELEGANCE 


W. Cocktemam 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley Classic Elegance’ by 
Paul W. Cockerham, Published by Todtri 
Productions Limited, New York. 80 pages, 
85 illustrations (mainly colour). ISBN 
1-5771 7-1 23-3. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 
When | first encountered this publica- 


tion in a bookshop a few months ago, my 
hip-pocket nerve failed to register even a 


wealth of information, illustrations 
and history that the book contains 
Copies are available from the 
Foundation office and payment by 
credit (Visa, Mastercard, 


Bankcard) is most welcome. 


card 


Watches, car badges, lapel 
badges 


Do you have a Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation watch? Does your car 
wear a Foundation car badge? 

The Foundation wristwatch, with 
the face of Sir Henry, is a popular 
fashion accessory. Foundation car 
badges are being seen more and more 


BOOKS 


twitch or tremor. There was not the 
slightest temptation to tuck the book 
under an arm, extract the rectangular 
piece of plastic, and head towards the 
cashier. The turn-off was prompted by, 
firstly, the title. Succumbing to the same 
malady that caused Peter Pugh to call his 
two volume publication The Magic of a 
Name (see ‘Books’, PRAECLARUM 5-00) 
— a title that should only ever have been 
associated with Harold Nockolds’ classic 
work of the same name — this author 
has unimaginatively chosen to borrow 
from the name given by Lawrence Dalton 
to his coachwork reference book Rolls- 
Royce: the Classic Elegance (reviewed in 
P.2-88). 

But total paralysis of my hip-pocket 
neurons was induced when | discovered 
some of the nonsensical information this 
book has in store for the unsuspecting 
reader. On page 48 Mr Cockerham in- 
forms us the “the V-8 powered Silver 
Dawn” was introduced in 1949. As if that 
laughable 
enough, we also discover, on page 18, a 


wasn’t and/or mystifying 


Lapel badge 
most interesting 
talking point 
with colleagues 
and clients 


$15.00 — acusisicee 


on Club cars at outings, Concours 
and other Club events, and add a dis- 
tinctive finish to a car as well as pro- 
moting the very important work of the 
Foundation. 

These items are available at modest 
cost: 

Watch: $85.00 

Car badge: $45.00 

Lapel badge: $15.00 
All are available from the Foundation 
office: 

P.O. Box 4, Chermside South, 

Qld 4032 

Telephone: 07-3865-3287 

Fax: 07-3865-4822 


photograph of an alleged 1928 Phantom | 
“Blackhawk”. Perhaps the author was 
thinking about a Stutz automobile, of 
whose owners it was sometimes said: 
“You must be nuts to drive a Stutz”. 

Although the photographic coverage 
is probably the only saving grace here — 
most pictures are from the Automobile 
Quarterly archives — the author misses 
several opportunities to properly identify 
coachwork. For example, on page 39 he 
describes a Bentley “3.5-litre” (instead of 
3'p Litre) as having a body by “Owen”, 
when in fact the car shown is an Owen 
sedanca coupé by Gurney Nutting. Other 
coachbuilders are not identified at all. 

The text is fairly lightweight, too. 
However, it does bring the entire Rolls- 
Royce/Bentley/BMW//Volkswagen saga as 
reasonably up to date as possible for a 
book published in 1999. 

If you are warming to the belief that | 
am not overly impressed by this book, 
don’t ’phone a friend for confirmation. 
Don’t even go to the audience, or take a 
50-50. Just lock it in, and you'll be right. 
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Market Place 


ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


1922 Siler Ghost (4PG) open-dnive limousine, 
affectionately known as ‘Gertie the Ghost’. 
Aubergine with black wings, black Connolly hide to 
front compartment, grey West of England cloth to 
rear, About 10,000 miles since complete restora- 
tion. A superbly comfortable rally and touring, 
multi-award winning motor car in pristine order. 
$280,000, Bill Hall 02-9498-6854 


ee 


1923 Silver Ghost (26PK) sedanca de ville. Good 
appearance, needs painting for showroom finish. 
Mechanically excellent, last driven from Sydney to 
Adelaide. $230,000. Eric Rainsford 08-8379-3348 


1924 Silver Ghost (125AU) Hooper landaulette. 
Apparently low-mileage 7-seater in superb condi- 
tion with lovely original coachwork - even better 
than a tourer for family outings or waving to one’s 
subjects - could be used for next Royal visit! 4- 
wheel brakes. Chauffeur's cap included. $310,000 
or cash/swap, Doug Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


1929 Bentley 6'/2 Litre (KR2687) HJ. Mulliner 
sedanca de ville. Original coachwork with wind-up 
division as exhibited by HJ). Mulliner at the 1929 
Olympia (london) Motor Show. This unique sur- 
vivor has been superbly rebuilt in England and with 
Speed Six engine performance it provides effort- 
less and stately fast cruising. $360,000. Graeme 
Miller 03-9842-52 12 


Cars For Sale 


division. Fitted with champagne cabinet; and 
1936 25/30 (GTL4) Windovers limousine, with 
division and occasional seats. Past concours award 
winner. Both cars on full wedding hire registration 
unti! 2002. Same owner past 20 years. Both are 
well known and reliable Club rally cars and have 
been to many inter-state Federal Rallies. Genuine 
reason for sale. $130,000 or offer. Andrew 
McFarland 02-9 130-2935 


. 


1938 Phantom Ill (3DLI4) Rippon Bros. 7- 
passenger limousine. Burgundy and black. Roger 
Fry restored. Extensively rebuilt, very strong, origi- 
nal V-|2 engine. Brilliant rally/touring car. $105,000, 
Julian Walter 0418-9 1-3914 


1950 Silver Wraith (WHD6) HJ. Mulliner touring 
limousine. Electric division and electric windows. 
Goes very well but requires some cosmetic 
attention. Best value Silver Wraith in Australia. 
$30,000. Mick Rust 0418-91-5356 or Email: 
mjrust@iinet.net.au 


FR 


1958 Silver Wraith (HLW48) HJ. Mulliner 7- 
passenger limousine, long wheelbase. Common- 
wealth government Vice-regal and ‘Royal’ car until 
1993. Pinnacle of the R-R range. Only 31 of this 
body design built. Fitted with ‘police’ light, mount 
for royal standard, flag-masts, chauffeur’s hand- 
book, R-R-installed air conditioning, extensive 
breakdown kit, four extra tyres, fitted dust cover. 
61,000 miles. Reg. no. RR-1958 (Vic). A unique 
part of Australian motoring history. $120,000. Peter 
Habersberger 03-9576-002! (w) 03-9827-3830 (h) 
0429-|14-8771 (mobile) pghabers@bigpond.com.au 


‘ 


Cars For Sale 
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60 Silver Cloud II (STB48) Shell Grey over Black 


19 


Pearl with red leather and carpets. Melboume del- 
ery, the first V-8 Rolls-Royce imported into 
Victoria. Genuine 87,000 miles only. Full service and 
historical records. Intenor refurbishment 1997, re- 
paint 2001. Excellent condition, could be brought up 
to concours condition with minimal effort. $59,500. 
lan Sykes 02-6286-8894 


1967 Silver Shadow (CRH3486) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Cardinal Red, brown in- 
terior. Body/chassis bare metal rebuild 1992-93, 
Rebuilt engine driven 1,500 miles. Virtually new 
Pirellis and battery. Suspension (Bilstein shock 
absorbers), steering, air conditioning, manifolding, 
electrics, ignition to Corniche standard. Sheepskin 
covers. Handbook, tools, etc. Work and servicing 
by RA. Chapman. For sale due to owner's age 
only. $55,000 neg. Bert Kaiser 03-9722-1666 


1975 Camargue (JRH| 7304) Mulliner Park Ward 
coupé. Larkspur Blue with beige hide interior. 
Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd Conduit Street ‘Trials’ car 
(demonstrator) as seen on the front cover of The 
Rolls-Royce Motor Car by Bird & Hallows (1975) 
edition). Excellent driving car, good paintwork and 
wood. Avon tyres, tools, etc. $95,000 neg. Mark 
Babidge 08-9364-8788 or FAX 08-9364-345 


1978 Comiche (DRH32489) Mulliner Park Ward 
Convertible. Willow Gold, brown hood and 
brown leather interior. Featured as Car of the 
Month, London & Derby, July 1997. 30,000 miles 
from new. Immaculate. $100,000. Fraser Scott 
07-5563-7607 (evenings) 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS' CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any mode! up to and including Silver 
Clouds and § Series, any condition considered. 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K.) +44-1248-600994 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


Parts For Sale 


Oil, air and petrol filters at discount prices. 
Crosland “Best of British’ filters (as supplied to 
Rolis-Royce) for Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars 1947 
onwards. For example: oil fitter for 1955-76 
models, $16.25 including GST. Degun Pty Ltd 
02-6032-9966, mobile: 0409-85-8438 or FAX: 
02-6032-9849 


Vast stock clearance due to upcoming move. 
Please ‘phone for any spare parts requirements. 
Neil McLean Automotives 08-9250-!400 or FAX 
08-9250- 1404 


Bentley S hubcaps x 2, original but need replating, 
$160 each; pair Silver Cloud/S taillights, reversing 
light, etc. available; Silver Cloud/S workshop 
manual, $180. Available in Sydney. B. Parkinson, 
Email: bwparkinson@hotmail.com 


Silver-Cloud II/Bentley $2 front parking lights, $196 
each; Bentley T hubcaps (ventilated), $400 each; 
early Silver Shadow hubcaps, $400 each. Tom 
Johnston Motors 08-8234-5600 


INFORMATION: Advertisements must be factual 
and accurate. Persons misrepresenting cars, parts 
or services will be denied further use of this space. 
Ads for cars for sale must include chassis number 
and a firm or upper limit asking pnce. Ads may be 
edited to optimise use of available space and to 
conform to a standard format, or may be rejected 
at the discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted: tools for Silver Wraith (same as Bentley 
Mk VI/R-type and Silver Dawn). Sundry hand tools 
plus tyre pump, 3 x tyre levers, oil syringe and 
‘wander’ light with brackets. Neil Matthews 
03-9707-5225 


Wanted: Martin & King coachbuilder’s identity sill- 
plate for Phantom |. David Vann 07-3865-3287 (w) 
07-3263-8572 (h) 07-3865-4822 (fax) 


Wanted: tool kit for 1933 Phantom Il 
Bristow 03-9899-699 | (w) 


Doug 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: sales brochure, publicity photos or any- 
thing interesting relating to the Rolls-Royce 
Camargue, especially later series. Fred Haughtey 
RO. Box 272, Albany Creek, Qld. 4035 or ‘phone 
07-3263-7027 


Wanted: any post-war James Young sales literature, 
brochures, leaflets, publicity material, etc. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (phone & FAX) 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white cr colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are surtable. 
‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer’s licence 
number and comply with ali other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Services 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration and 
refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer repaired. 
Exacting standards and authentic finishes. No over- 
restoration. Interior Trimming carried out to 
exacting standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders' materials and methods. Repairs or 
complete replacements. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-511 1 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
contro! valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolis-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars. We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Corniche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. Pleiades 
Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) PO. Box 40, 
Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 'Phone/FAX 07-41 61-2512 


Authorised Dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. Three Year Factory 
Warranty on al! post-war parts fitted by 
Authorised Dealer. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley of Sydney 
02-9744-51 1 1 or FAX 02-9744-55 17 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $!6.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RR.OC. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra, via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 2|st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


David Ekberg Pty Ltd 


1990 Bentley Turbo R 
with special Hooper features 
(BSL32195) 

Privacy rear window, ‘fridge 
in rear armrest, cocktail 
cabinets, picnic tables, special 
veneers, etc. Low mileage car 
in Peacock with Magnolia hide. 
$118,888 


Other cars available. Please telephone 03 9533 8883 any time. 


1965 Bentley S3 
(B344HN) 
Rare, Kellows-delivered last-of- 
series S3 with electric windows 
and factory under-wing refrig- 
eration. Dawn Blue with rare 
off-white hide upholstery and 
headlining. 
$63,888 


1978 Rolls-Royce 
Silver Shadow II 
(SRH34294) 

One of the best available. 
Australian-delivered, 93,000 
km. example in Caribbean 
Blue with Beige hide. $43,888. 
Concours Silver Wraith II also 
available. 


LMCT 9000 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal!! 


INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


* Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 

« UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Dally. 

* Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 
we'll take as much care of 
your Rolls Royce or Bentley 


...as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
¢ Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN OOO 016 722 
388 Gearge Street Sydney 2000 


3838 PRA-CLARVM 


PRAECLARVM 


Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that 
special car for sale, you could benefit from the 
impact of a PRAECLARUM display advertisement, 
which will be seen by all members of all Branches 
of the Club Australia-wide, as well as members 
and subscribers in a number of other countries. 
Your advertisement may be submitted in 
electronic or camera-ready form, or it can be 
typeset and laid out to your requirements on the 
Club’s computer system as a free service. Compare 
these highly competitive and economical rates 
(colour extra): 


Size: Cost per issue (inc. GST): 
Full Page - $451 
Half Page - $253 


Quarter Page - $143 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


Martin Bennett, 
‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, 
Yarra via Goulburn, 
New South Wales 2580 
’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7 140 


g 
Everyone 
*Fuelstar Fuel Catalyst 


Run on UNLEADED PETROL 
Fuel saving guaranteed minimum 7% to 10% 
More Power - Better Performance 


Parts. Repairs Essential & Preventative 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


6-01 3839 
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Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


Ca 
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4 Customer C ABs TéCMnical- Expertise oeeoom ales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic car Rolls Royce, Talbot, Voisin, and we can custom produce 


with Lmarr discs. discs for almost any car. 

The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: We fit wheel sizes 15” to 23”, and can also fit to some 15” 
e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process and 16” bolt on steel wheels. 
¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism 
* comes with everything needed for installation. LMARR DISK LT D. 

Over 55 discs available in stock such as: Alfa, Bentley, P O Box 910, Glen Ellen, CA 95442 -O910 USA 

Cord, Delage, Delahaye, Early Ford (wire wheel), Issoti- Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Fraschini, Jaguar, Hispano-Suiza, Lagonda, Lincoln, E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal._net; Website: www.imarr.com 


Me-Milban J 
ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY OF SYDNEY 


Official Sales Dealer, Parts, Service and Coachwork Centre 


“Quality is never an accident; it is always the result of high intention, sincere 
effort, intelligent direction and skilful execution. It represents the wise choice 
of many alternatives” 

Willa A. Foster 


The recognition of quality is not achieved overnight; a reputation for it is something which takes many 
years to earn. Over the past 16 years Brian McMillan has, by his own perfectionism, reached the pinnacle 
of acceptance in his appointment as sole N.S.W. and A.C.T. Distributor for Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor 
cars. The Company recognises the McMillan quality which has been certified by the many satisfied 
customers and the long list of concours trophies won by owners of McMillan refurbished and restored 
motor cars. The same standard of quality is now available for servicing the full range of Company cars and 
the provision of Factory Warranty spare parts, to complement the sale of new and pre-owned models. 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone: 02 9744 5111 FAX: 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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